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A Glorious Discovery…... 
 

  New Zealander Russ Woolcock was an atheist who thought he had all the answers. “We don’t know 
why we’re here,” he said. “All we can do is try to make life palatable.” 
 Well, Woolcock was in for a surprise. First came the chest pains, then an authentic heart attack, then 
physical death — temporarily. 
 But Woolcock’s spirit was far from dead. He was in a whole new environment, with intense light and 
love. He became aware of an “overwhelming, overpowering, colossal, extravagant, amazing, radiating love.” It 
was God’s presence. 
 “This ran counter to everything I had believed,” Woolcock says. “It was all novel to me. I was flabber-
gasted.” 
 The experience was peaceful, not frightening, and he wanted to stay. But Woolcock was brought back 
to life, a totally changed man. 
 Now the former skeptic testifies: “In the presence of that love, you would never want to be out of that 
again. I wanted God in my life every day. What I learned was this: Far from being a random organism swim-
ming through an ocean of blind chance, it turned out I am the beloved child of the creator God who made me 
for his purpose.” 
—Reported by John McNeil.    Adapted and used by permission of Assist News Service. 
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